1.4
A Brief Overview of Responder’s Options

This is a very brief summary and is by no means exhaustive of the options available – you get that in the rest of this book!

	Responder’s

point range



	Options

available
	                                     Explanation



	Weak hands

  0-7
	2(
2(/(
2(/2NT

pass
	Stayman. Only make this bid on weak hands if you have both majors and can cope with any (2(/(/() reply.

Transfer. With a weak hand and a 5+ card major suit you can

transfer and pass the expected 2(/( reply

Transfer to 3(/( resp. With a weak hand you can transfer to a 6 card minor and play there.

With insufficient values to invite game and none of the above hand types, there is no other option but to pass



	Invitational hands

 8-9
	2(
2( and

2NT next

2( and

3(/( next
2(/(
2(/2NT

	Stayman. With invitational values and a 4 card major, start with Stayman. If partner bids 2(, rebid 2NT. Raise partner’s 2( response to 3( if you have 4 (’s; otherwise rebid 2( with 4 (’s or 2NT with no 4 card major. Raise partner’s 2( response to 3( if you have 4 (’s; otherwise rebid 2NT.

Since we play 4-way transfers, a natural 2NT invitation has to go via a 2( bid.

Over a 2( response, these bids show an invitational or better hand with 45 or 54 in the majors. They are fully described later.

Transfer. With a 5 card major you first transfer and then make an invitational bid. The only invitational rebids are 3 of the major (indicating a 6 card suit) or 2NT. All other bids are game forcing.

Transfer to 3(/( resp. If you have a reasonable hand, you may wish to raise a super-accept from partner to 3NT.



	Game hands

i.e. hands that are not good enough to invite slam
10-15


	2(
2( and 

3( next

2(/(
2(/NT

3NT

4(/(
	Stayman. With a 4 card major and no other suit of 5 cards or more, start with Stayman. There are numerous subsequent options available to discover fits etc.

2( is initially Stayman. But a subsequent 3( bid asks about opener’s shape and is game forcing.

Transfer. With a 5 card major you first transfer and then make a game forcing bid. You may bid game directly (4 of the major – showing a 6 card suit, or 3NT which shows a 5 carder). A new suit shows 4+ cards in the suit and is game forcing and often mildly slam invitational.

Transfer to 3(/( resp. A transfer to a minor followed by another bid is game forcing, showing 5+ in the minor and 4 in the other suit. 

(semi)balanced with no 4 card major.

Texas transfers to 4(/(. Weaker than a Jacoby transfer followed by 4 of the major.



	Slam invitational

15-17

	2(
2(/(
2(/NT

4NT

3(/(/(/(
	Stayman to start, but may simply be a prelude to shape asking.

Transfer to 2(/( resp

Transfer to 3(/( resp

This is traditionally slam invitational, denying a 4 card major. However, since we have shape asking sequences this bid will normally be preceded by one of the previous bids. A direct 4NT bid needs to be very specific and is discussed later.

Looking for slam. There are numerous options for these bids.



	Definitely slamming

18+

	4(
5/6/7NT
	Gerber, asking for aces.

4( is RKCB or Gerber in most sequences that start with 1NT.

Normally it is best to take things slowly and perhaps find out more about opener’s shape, asking for aces later. With a flat hand one would typically start with 2( followed by 3( in order to get shape information.

Typically 5NT invites and 6NT/7NT says we have enough for the slam. I think it makes sense to check on aces first.
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