Garbage or Crawling Stayman?

The Crawling Stayman convention seems to have some following these days so let’s look at it: -

Crawling Stayman is an ‘extension’ of Garbage Stayman and is meant to be an improvement when responder has a weak hand containing both majors.

Hand A
Playing our Garbage Stayman you may have a problem with this particular



hand type. You start off with 2( but if partner replies 2( then you are

( Q8642
simply on a guess as to which major to retreat into. Crawling Stayman 
 

( Q8642
solved this dilemma. After partner’s 2( bid you bid 2( which, when

( 76
crawling, shows both majors and opener then chooses the best suit.

( 3


Excellent, so our weak 5-5 hand is solved. But is this really excellent?

Hand B
Hand C
No! This time consider one of these hands. We use our

Garbage Stayman and bid 2( with both. If partner responds 

( Q864
( Q8642
2( then we bid our 5 card suit. Playing Crawling Stayman 

( Q8642
( Q864
this is not possible as a 2( bid promises 5-5. So with Hand B  

( 763
( 763
a Crawling Stayman player would have to transfer to (’s and 

( 3
( 3
possibly miss a 4-4 (or 4-5) ( fit.

So neither convention is perfect, but since hand type B is more frequent than hand type A let’s keep everything upright and forget all about crawling.

I won’t bother to go into it, but there are further extensions to Crawling Stayman which enable 8 card minor suit fits to be located at the 3 level. As I said, let’s forget all about it.
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