1.3
Opening 1NT with a six card minor?
Hand A
So we may well elect to open 1NT with two doubletons, especially with 9 


cards in the minors, but what about opening 1NT with a 6 card minor? 

( KQ9
Not usually, but there are always exceptions. If you have a 6 card suit, then 

( Q5
you have two doubletons (if balanced) and 1NT is not usually recommended. 

( Q98643 
But with this hand, surely it is the best shot? If game is on, it is probably in 

( AQ
NT which must be best played from this hand. Tenaces need protecting and


this hand should strive to be declarer.


Hand A was from a 2004 club competition: -

West
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West
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(1)
Stayman




( KQ9
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2(
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( Q5
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3NT




( Q98643
( AK72



( AQ

( 32


An excellent contract that is difficult to reach if you open 1(. The board was played 6 times and only this pair reached 3NT (the final contract at all of the other tables was 3( or 4().
  

Hand B
And how about this one? It comes from a 2003 club competition. There was




considerable debate about this hand after the event. Let’s have a look at the

( AK8
complete deal and the bidding at a couple of the tables: -





( 109






( KJ10943




Dealer
( AK8

( A5  







West


( 109






N-S vul


( KJ10943

Table A








( A5  



West
North
East
South

pass
1(
pass
1(

( 1097653

N
( J4





pass
1NT (1)
all pass



( 76


  W    E

( KJ42













( Q7


S
( A85
          
    

Table B








( K73


( QJ104
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pass
1(


pass
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( AQ853
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3(
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3(
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( 62


(1) 12-14!

pass
4(
all pass
    



( 9862


(2) forcing.

Now I am not arguing with the bidding at Table B, I think that the North hand is worth a 3( rebid. The experienced North player at Table A, however, maintained that it was not. Perhaps it’s marginal, and in that case I said that North should open 1NT. North insisted that his bidding was correct (yes, he was playing a strong NT!). This 1NT rebid shows 12-14 and is ludicrous of course. It really is so simple if you open 1NT (1NT - 2( - 2( - 2NT - 3NT), in my opinion this North Hand B is not minimum for a strong 1NT!

 
OK, so we’ve covered which hands warrant a 1NT opening. You don’t have to agree with me about everything. The main point of this book is not the opening bid, but the continuations after 1NT has been opened. So it’s time to consider the responses to this 1NT opening.

Before we go into everything in detail, let’s have a general guideline as to what responder needs for weak, invitational or strong hands. This is a rough guide and everything is covered in detail later.
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