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Mon 14th  N-S
1st
Sigurd & Hans V
57%
2nd
Paul Q & Janne
57%

E-W
1st
Martin H & Per And...
66%
2nd
Jeremy & Sean
61%

Wed 16th  N-S
1st
Lars B & Tomas
57%
2nd
Paul Q & Martin H
55%

E-W
1st
Janne & Sigurd
65%
2nd
Hans V & Niclas
57%

Fri 18th   
N-S
1st
Paul Q & Hans V
63%
2nd
Dave C & Tomas
54%

E-W
1st
Niclas & Bengt
63%
2nd
Lars B & Per And...
61%

Bidding Quiz

Standard American bidding is assumed unless otherwise stated.
Hand A
Hand B
With Hands A and B you open 1NT and LHO overcalls 2♥. This
is passed to you, what do you bid?
♠ 1054
♠ A1054


♥ AJ10
♥ 42
♦ AK95
♦ AK95
♣ A42
♣ AJ10

Hand C
Hand D
(a) What do you open with Hand C?
(b) What is your rebid if partner responds 1 ♥/♠/NT?

♠ J10
♠ A8
♥ Q4
♥ AKQ102
♦ AJ64
♦ A
With Hand D you open 2♣ and LHO bids 2♠. Partner passes and
♣ AK762
♣ AKQ54
RHO raises to 3♠, what do you bid?
Bidding Sequence Quiz
E
1NT
2♥
dbl


what is dbl? penalties or ‘negative’?

F
1NT
2♥
pass
pass


what is dbl? penalties or take-out?

dbl

What a whopper!




Board 3 from Wednesday 15th Feb
You have 26 points and open 2♣, but the vulnerable opponents push the bidding up to the 3♠ level before you get to bid again!
Dealer:
♠ -



Table A
South
♥ 9876543

West

North
East

South(D)
E-W vul 
♦ K98

-

-

-

2♣

♣ 762


2♠

pass

3♠

6NT
(1)
all pass
♠ KJ1076432

N
♠ Q95


♥ J

W
E
♥ -

Table B
♦ 1043
S

♦ QJ7652

West
North
East

South(D)
♣ J



♣ 10983


-

-

-

2♣

♠ A8

 
2♠


pass

3♠

5NT
(1)
♥ AKQ102




pass

6♦
(2)
pass

6♥
(3)
♦ A



pass


pass
(5)
all pass
♣ AKQ54



Table A:
(1)
What did you bid with this South hand D in this week’s quiz? This very experienced player took Bob Hammon’s advice to the extreme? (Hammon’s  advice is, if 3NT is an option, then bid it), so at pairs maybe it’s also 6NT?
Table B:
(1)
But seriously, I really like this bid in answer to question D, chosen by Martin H. It says “I can play in slam in two suits”.
(2)
North obviously thought that partner had the minors, but 6♦ is correct as he may just have ♣’s and ♥’s. and in that case North clearly prefers ♥’s to ♣’s.
(3)
So showing a monster with ♣’s and ♥’s.

(4)
 Of course North is delighted with ♥’s as trumps but does not know that he has enough for 7♥ (although he did think about it).
And what happened? One would expect 6♥ to get a poor score because 6NT makes +1, but with 6NT (with 13 top tricks) going four down at one table and three pairs not bidding slam, 6♥+1 scored 63%. Well done Tomas/Lars B, who were the only ones to bid 7♥. They had no problem when North decided to respond at the three level with his 3-count (2♣  2♠  3♥  3♠  7♥)
The bottom lines:

· Don’t be afraid to mess up a 2♣ opening with a very shapely hand.

·  and be prepared to raise partner’s pre-emptive bid with three card support (especially with a void).
Keeping the opponents out



Board 20 from Friday 17th Feb

Dealer:
♠ Q765



Table A
West
♥ AK109

West(C)
North
East

South
Both vul 
♦ 87532

1♣
(1)
pass
(2)
2♣

dbl
(3)

♣ -


2♦

2♥
(4)
pass

pass
3♣


3♠
(5)
pass

4♥
♠ J10

N
♠ 932

all pass
♥ Q4
W
E
♥ 762


♦ AJ64
S

♦ K9

Table B
♣ AK762


♣ QJ1085


West(C)
North
East

South

♠ AK84

 
1♦
(1)
pass
(6)
1NT

pass
(7)
♥ J853




2♣
(8)
pass
(9)
3♣
(10)
pass
(11)
♦ Q10


pass


pass
(12)
all pass
♣ 943



Table A:
(1)
What did you open with this West hand C in this week’s quiz? This 1♣ looks right to me, especially if you consider the hand good enough to reverse. 

(2)
This hand is ideal shape for a take-out double, it’s up to you if you demand more high card points even with ideal shape.

(3)
One of our top players chose to double here. With ♦Qx I don’t like it and would prefer partner to double at (2). I would pass, partner has another bid and presumably understands balancing.
(4)
And I don’t really like this, from another of our top players. 2♥ is a weakish bid, (generally around 0-8). If you don’t consider the hand strong enough to invite then bid 2♠ as you can then bid 3♥ next go (if there is a next go). I prefer 3♣ now as this hand is huge opposite a partner who can make a take-out double of ♣’s.
(5)
Luckily there was a next go, and North (having first made a passable bid) now found a bid forcing the partnership to game if partner gives simple preference.

Table B:
(1)
This opening is alien to me, although some experts do advocate it with this hand shape as you have an easy rebid.
(6)
Clearly a double is out of the question over a 1♦ opening. 

(7)
A double here would be better than the one at (3) but pass looks right to me; after all you have a partner who understands balancing.
(8)
 This is the ‘easy rebid’. In my opinion it’s just a distortion. But the bidding style worked out very luckily here.
(9)
North can double now (probably should) to show both majors but it’s not in the balancing seat and partner may expect more?

(10)
But East too understands balancing and this raise was not intended as an invitation but simply to make it difficult for N-S. He knows that partner has 9+ cards in the minors and so N-S certainly have a great major-suit fit(s).

(11)
If East had passed at (10) then South would certainly balance with a double. It is not so clear now because it’s a level higher and partner has a bid.

(12)
And North has the same problem that it’s up at the three level now.

And what happened? 4♥/♠ makes for N-S and 3♣ makes for E-W.  The bottom lines:

· Understand balancing, and understand how to make it more difficult for the opponent’s to balance.
·  Understand the responses to a double, it’s all up on the website. Jump or cue bid with a hand worth an invitation or better. A simple bid is about 0-8 points and not forcing.
Re-open with a double having opened 1NT?




Board 4 from Monday 14th Feb

Dealer:
♠ 1054



West

North(A)
East

South

West
♥ AJ10

pass


1NT

2♥
(1)
pass
Both vul 
♦ AK95

pass

dbl
(2)
pass

3♣
(3)

♣ A42


pass

3NT
(4)
all pass

♠ AJ73

N
♠ KQ6


♥ 82
W
E
♥ KQ943

♦ 742
S

♦ Q1083

♣ QJ87


♣ 3


♠ 982


♥ 765




♦ J6



♣ K10965



(1) Five ♥’s and a minor
(2) What did you bid with this North hand A in this week’s quiz? North has described his hand very accurately with his opening bid and there is absolutely no need to bid again – partner is the captain.

(3) South had no idea why North doubled and assumed it was take-out.

(4) I cannot see why this had now thinks it can make 3NT opposite a partner who has promised nothing. 

And what happened? 3NT went -2 for a poor score. 
The bottom lines:

· When you open 1NT partner is the captain. Do not bid again with a flat hand.

Dave’s Column

North
South


Book Bidding
♠ Q1092
♠ AK8
West

North
East

South
♥ AKQ2
♥ 73
-


1♥

pass

2♣
♦ A532
♦ J8

3♦

dbl

pass

4♣
♣ 9
♣ AKQ1063

pass
4♦

pass

4NT

pass
5♥

pass

5NT
pass
6♥

pass

7♣
all pass
You are South, declarer in a somewhat optimistic 7♣. West leads the ♦K. and you clear the first hurdle when East plays the ♦9 under dummy’s ♦A.

If E-W hadn’t bid, you would cash top trumps next, hoping to drop the ♣J; but West’s pre-empt makes it more likely that East has ♣ length. So you lead the ♣9 at trick two, close your eyes, and let it ride. West follows with the ♣8, so you’re still alive. You lead a ♠ to your ♠A and cash the ♣A. But West discards a ♦. Plan the play for 13 tricks.
Dave’s Column Answer



Board 5 from Wednesday 15th Feb
Dealer:
♠ Q1092



Book Bidding
North
♥ AKQ2

West

North
East

South
N-S vul 
♦ A532

-


1♥

pass

2♣

♣ 9


3♦

dbl

pass

4♣
pass

4♦

pass

4NT
♠ 75
N
♠ J643

pass

5♥

pass

5NT
♥ J1098
W
E
♥ 654

pass

6♥

pass

7♣
♦ KQ10764
S
♦ 9

all pass
♣ 8



♣ J7542


♠ AK8

 
♥ 73

 
♦ J8
 

♣ AKQ1063

 
When this hand was first played when South was playing for Denmark in a woman’s team Olympiad. Personally, I might have passed North’s double of 3♦ (for penalty, presumably), but the actual South not only ran from the double, she bid herself into a grand slam.
West leads the ♦K. and you clear the first hurdle when East plays the ♦9 under dummy’s ♦A.

If E-W hadn’t bid, you would cash top trumps next, hoping to drop the ♣J; but West’s pre-empt makes it more likely that East has ♣ length. So you lead the ♣ at trick two, close your eyes, and let it ride. West follows with the ♣8, so you’re still alive. You lead a ♠ to your ♠A and cash the ♣A. But West discards a ♦. What now?
When West discarded on the ♠A, the grand slam looked hopeless, but declarer (Bettina Kalkerup) wasn’t finished. She took the ♠K and dummy’s three high ♥’s, throwing her losing ♦. She ruffed a ♥ and got back to dummy with the ♠Q with West discarding a ♦.

With three tricks to go declarer was left with ♣KQ10. With the lead in dummy the contract was secure. It was a neat trump coup.

And what happened at the Pattaya bridge club? Nobody was in any sort of ♣ slam but five did reach 6NT; one making and four going one down. 
Dave’s  2nd Column



West
East
West 

North

East

South

♠ 1032
♠ -

-

-

1♥

1♠
♥ QJ
♥ AK109652
1NT

3♠

4♥

4♠

♦ A76542
♦ K10
5♥

pass

6♥

all pass
♣ 82
♣ AJ43

You are East, declarer in 6♥ and South leads the ♠Q, plan the play.

Dave’s 2nd Column Answer




Board 6 from Wednesday 15th  Feb
Dealer:
♠ AK985



possible bidding
East
♥ 8743

West

North
East

South
E-W vul 
♦ Q83

-


-

1♥

1♠

♣ Q


1NT

3♠

4♥

4♠
5♥

pass

6♥

all pass
♠ 1032
N
♠ -


♥ QJ
W
E
♥ AK109652


♦ A76542
S
♦ K10
 

♣ 82


♣ AJ43
No bidding is given in the book. This was the 

♠ QJ764

 
bidding at my table except that East passed
♥ -

 
partner’s 5♥ bid.
♦ J9
 

♣ K109765



This is an amazing hand from a Life master’s pairs event in Montreal. Looking at all four hands, and against best defence/declarer play, would you rather play or defend 6♥ with the ♠Q lead?
It looks easy enough, ruff the opening lead and play the ♣A and a ♣ to South. South has no trump to lead so both ♣’s can be trumped in dummy. Making 6♥.
Not so fast. What if north trumps his partner’s winning ♣ and returns a trump? Now East is stuck with a ♣ loser. Down one.

Not so fast. What if declarer plays the ♦A, ♦K and ruffs a ♦ setting up the suit and then plays the ♣A? North must ruff the ♣ and return a trump to stop dummy getting two ♣ ruffs. But now dummy’s ♦’s are high and can be led from dummy. North does best to ruff this fourth ♦, but to no avail. Whenever North trumps East overtrumps and enters dummy with a trump, removing North’s last trump in the process. Dummy can then cash two winning ♦’s to pitch the remaining two ♣ losers. Making 6♥ after all.
Not so fast.

Only joking, that is the solution. A dummy reversal where dummy’s two trumps are enough to overcome North’s four trumps and declarer drawing trumps ending in dummy. Wow!

And what happened at the Pattaya bridge club? 4♥+2, 5♥=, 4♥=, 6♥-2 and a load of spurious results, mostly ♠ contracts going down but 4♦-7 by N-S stands out as an interesting -350 result that turned out to be about average and one North was allowed to play in 4♠ making for the N-S top.
Bidding Quiz Answers
Hand A:
Pass. Your opening bid described this hand perfectly and you should not bid again – partner is the captain 
Hand B:
Pass or double. This is up to partnership agreement. I think that most players will pass but some do play a double here as take-out. Note that this hand is different from hand A in that it is playable in the other three suits and in particular there may be a ♠ fit.
Hand C:
(a)
1♣. Although some do advocate 1♦ with this hand shape if it’s not good enough 
to reverse.
(b)
2♦, if you consider it good enough for a reverse (looks just about OK to me). 

If you opened 1♦ then bid 2♣ now, but I don’t like this.

Hand D:
5NT. This was Martin Henneberger’s bid at the table – and I like it. It says “I want to play in slam and have a two suited hand”.
Bidding Sequence Quiz
E
1NT
2♥
dbl


Most play double here as penalties…

F
1NT
2♥
pass
pass


… and so there is no need to re-open with a double. 

dbl




However, some do play a double here as take-out. It is certainly not penalties – you are under the ♥ bidder and partner is the captain.
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